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Introduction
The 2005 Legislature can be characterized as a time

of change.  Term limits assisted in bringing 39 new
legislators to the Capitol, the largest new class of
legislators since 1965.  The time of change also brought
about new leadership in the House of Representatives.
The House of Representatives, led by Speaker Todd
Hiett, consolidated and reorganized the standing
committees of the House and initiated new procedures to

provide more openness to the public about how
Oklahoma’s laws are created.

The 2005 session was also marked by the passage
of a number of notable measures to address such issues
as tax relief for all Oklahomans, health care, and
transportation infrastructure.  Two measures that will
benefit all Oklahomans are HB 1547 and SB 435 which
together provide the largest tax cut in Oklahoma history.
The measures establish a permanent reduction in state
income taxes, an increase in the income tax standard
deduction, and the elimination of capital gains tax for
corporations.  Overall, the tax relief package will
provide $58 million in tax relief to citizens in FY 2006
and more than $150 million FY 2007.  

Another high profile piece of legislation, HB 1088,
allows the state to leverage close to $200 million in
federal match dollars by appropriating $63 million to the
Oklahoma Health Care Authority.  This infusion of
additional dollars will aid in increasing provider and
hospital reimbursement rates, thereby insuring that
Oklahoma’s neediest citizens will have appropriate
health care.

The Legislature also addressed critical transporta-
tion infrastructure needs with the enactment of HB 1078
by assuring that the Department of Transportation will
eventually result in an increase of $170 million each
year for the maintenance of highways and bridges.  The
increase in funding will allow the department to address
the nearly 1,600 structurally deficient and functionally
obsolete bridges in this state.  

Aerospace and Technology
HB 1862 changes the way the state purchases new

hardware and software technology.  The maximum
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amount an agency may expend for computer hardware or
software without the authorization of the Director of
State Finance is increased from $2,500 to $25,000.
Additionally, vendors providing software exclusively for
state use, whether developed or modified specifically for
the state, must provide the purchasing agency with the
software’s source code, under the bill’s terms.

Agriculture and Rural
Development

Passage of HB 1467, which creates the Oklahoma
Agriculture Pollutant Discharge Elimination Act, will
allow the Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry
to implement federal regulations and to obtain
authorization to implement the federal Clean Water Act
programs that affect agriculture environmental issues.
This will decrease the compliance issues faced by
agricultural operations by allowing them, in many cases,
to deal primarily with Oklahoma’s Department of
Agriculture, Food, and Forestry.

The final version of the bill lacks many of the
provisions of its introduced version, specifically those
provisions dealing with concentrated animal feeding
operations (CAFOs).  Those sections were removed after
a federal court struck down a number of the federal
regulations related to the feeding operations. 

The bill also creates the Oklahoma Agriculture
Environmental Permitting Act, which provides
requirements and the outline for department rules for
issuing certain permits.

The way in which agricultural prescriptions are
distributed is clarified by SB 412. The legislation
requires that a valid veterinarian-client-patient
relationship exist before dispensing of a prescription.

The discovery last summer of a colony of
Africanized bees, the so-called killer bees, prompted the
Legislature to adopt HB 1809. The measure establishes
guidelines for testing possibly contaminated hives and for
their destruction, if necessary.

Veterinary technicians will see their registrations
coincide with those of licensed veterinarians under the
terms of HB 1334, which also clarifies certain language
related to their permitted functions.

Only the state, not counties or municipalities, will be
able to enact rules or laws related to seeds under the
terms of HB 1471. The law covers registration, labeling,
sales, transportation, distribution, and notification of use,
as well as other components of regulation.

SB 424 creates the Oklahoma Rural Task Force to
Access Capital and Financing for Business Development,
an 18-member panel that will examine issues related to

financing business development in rural Oklahoma. The
panel is to issue its report by the end of 2005.

 

Business and Economic
Development

The 2005 Legislature considered a number of
measures concerning business and economic develop-
ment ranging from modification of current statutes to
creating new law, specifically, incentives to foster
business growth in Oklahoma.

HB 1810 expands a program that has helped
provide jobs across Oklahoma.  The bill allows the
Quality Jobs Program Act to include new direct jobs for
which gross payroll existed on or after January 1, 2003,
in the areas of engineering services, custom computer
programming services, computer systems design
services, computer facilities management services, other
computer related services, facilities support services,
and flight training.

SB 407 expands the term basic industry as used in
the Small Employer Quality Jobs Incentive Program Act.
The new definition includes activities performed by the
federal civilian workforce at an FAA facility if the
federal government adds employment at such aviation
facilities.  The measure modifies the eligibility
requirement for counties qualifying for the 5 percent net
benefit rate by increasing the per capita personal income
to 85 percent, up from 80 percent, of the statewide
average per capita personal income.  Amendatory
language also caps the net benefit rate at 6 percent for an
establishment that is receiving incentive payments and
expands its operations by creating additional new direct
jobs that pay average annualized wages equal to or more
than 150 percent of the average annualized wages of
new direct jobs.  The term establishment is also
expanded to require a business classified as research and
development in physical, engineering, and life sciences
to be considered an establishment regardless of the
county population.

SB 691, which would have amended the Oklahoma
Capital Formation Act, was vetoed.  The measure
extended the date for which tax credits may be exercised
by another 15 years from July 1, 2015, to July 1, 2030.
In his veto message, the Governor stated that “this issue
deserves further study before extending the credit an
additional 15 years.”

Commerce, Industry and Labor
A proposed measure amending the Oklahoma Real

Estate License Code drew national attention from the
U.S. Justice Department.  SB 673 clarifies current state
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law requiring all real estate professionals to present
offers and counteroffers in a timely manner and to notify
the seller in writing what can be expected in fees and
compensation at the end of a transaction.  If a broker
offers menu-driven services, the new language also
requires a written description of what responsibilities will
not be fulfilled by the broker.  An introduced version that
prompted a letter from the Justice Department required
more duties to be fulfilled by all brokers, nearly
eliminating the option of using a limited-service real
estate broker. 

The deaths of Oklahoma residents trapped in house
fires resulted in the passage of HB 1278.  The new law
requires that burglar bars installed in Oklahoma homes
after November 1, 2005, be designed to open without a
key, extra tools, or excessive force when pressure is
exerted from the inside, allowing residents and
emergency personnel to escape.

Oklahoma consumers will have up to five years to
redeem gift cards under HB 1986.  The bill eliminates
loopholes for fine print expiration dates, so merchants
will have to clearly advertise the expiration date or
otherwise honor the gift card purchase.

The 20-year ban on liquor sales on Veteran’s Day
will be lifted on November 1, 2005, just days before
Veteran’s Day on November 11, 2005.  SB 651  elim-
inates one of the three business days liquor stores are
forced to be closed in November, the other days being
Election Day and Thanksgiving Day.

SB 245 allows the Oklahoma Motor Vehicle
Commission to deny, suspend, or revoke the license of
any manufacturer that increases the price of a new
vehicle after an agreement between a dealer and a
manufacturer is reached.  The measure also allows the
commission to assess a fine up to $10,000.

Corrections and Criminal
Justice

Legislative reactions to horrific cases of child
abductions by sex offenders across the country led to the
enactment of SB 631.  Titled Jessica Lunsford’s Law,
after a young Florida girl who was kidnapped and killed
by a registered sex offender, the measure requires sex
offenders to be placed on electronic monitoring for the
duration of their registration period.  Most sex offenders
are required to register with local law enforcement and
the Department of Corrections for a period of ten years
after release from prison.  Habitual or aggravated
offenders, those who commit specific sex crimes or have

more than one conviction for certain sex crimes, are
required to register for life.  

Advancements in the use of DNA evidence to solve
crimes took a significant step forward with the passage
of SB 646.  The measure requires all persons convicted
of a felony offense to submit a DNA profile to be placed
in the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation’s
Combined DNA Index System (CODIS).   Having all
felons profiled in the CODIS database is another
investigative tool which the bureau can use in its quest
to solve crimes.

Another bill that is hoped to assist in preventing
and solving sex crimes is SB 513 which requires
computer technicians to report to law enforcement when
child pornography is found on computers.

Reacting to an event in which an AMBER alert was
issued based on false information, the Legislature
enacted HB 1294.  The bill hopes to prevent future false
or fraudulent alerts, which result in hundreds of
investigative hours expended by law enforcement, by
establishing a misdemeanor punishment of up to one
year in the county jail, a $1,000 fine, or both fine and
imprisonment for a person convicted of knowingly filing
a false police report regarding a missing child.  

The success of drug courts to effectively reduce the
recidivism of drug offenders by using treatment and
court intervention led to the enactment of HB 1405,
which allows for the creation of juvenile drug courts.
The measure establishes guidelines to be used by courts
when determining a juvenile’s participation in the
program.  The juvenile must not be statutorily prohibited
by their previous criminal history, must have parents
who will actively support the participation of the
juvenile in the program, and the juvenile and parents
must consent to treatment as part of the program,
including the possibility of residential treatment.  The
juvenile must also stipulate to the facts of the case which
first caught the attention of authorities.  Additionally,
the district attorney can object to a juvenile’s
participation in a drug court program at the initial
hearing.  Once accepted into the juvenile drug court
program, the juvenile will receive appropriate treatment
as determined by the written plan of treatment prepared
by the treatment staff of the court.  Participation in a
drug court program must last at least six months but not
more than two years and may include a period of
supervision between six months to one year following
completion of the treatment portion of the program.  All
costs associated with the treatment of the juvenile are to
be paid by the juvenile and the person responsible for
the welfare of the juvenile.  Upon successful completion
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of the drug court program, all charges against the juvenile
are dismissed.

The search for illegal methamphetamine manufac-
turing became easier with the passage of SB 432.  The
bill establishes an exemption to existing search warrant
statutes that require warrants to be served between the
hours of six o’clock a.m. and ten o’clock p.m.  Searches
for illegal methamphetamine manufacturing can now be
served at any time, day or night.

Seeking to further protect the rights of victims of
crime, HB 1686 creates the Laci Peterson law.  The
measure allows prosecutors to charge criminals with the
death or injury of an unborn child under existing

Oklahoma law.  

County and Municipal
Government

HB 1670 requires fiscal audits of municipalities
based upon thresholds established by the population of
the municipalities rather than on revenue.  Previously the
statute based the threshold of audit requirements on
revenue, specifically set at $25,000.  The requirement for
fiscal audit now applies to municipalities with 2,500
residents or more according to the latest federal census.

HB 1698 creates a new law concerning the posting
of personal information in the public domain.  Speci-
fically, the law prohibits court clerks from posting on
court-controlled websites personal information about
victims of sex crimes, assault and battery, delinquency of
a minor, and prostitution.

HB 1747 amends current statute regarding the
issuance of a peace officer’s badge and gun upon
retirement or death.  The bill adds reserve officers to the
list of those who qualify to receive their badges and
government issued firearms.  Additionally, the
amendment allows a peace officer’s badge and weapon to
be issued to the spouse upon the death of the peace
officer.  Last, the amendment adds Fire Marshals to the
list of those allowed to keep these items.

Education

Higher Education
The growing need for an influx of dollars to meet

the needs of education, including much needed
infrastructure improvement to allow for new
construction, renovation, and repairs for Oklahoma
colleges and universities is of critical concern for
legislators.  HB 1191 authorizes the issuance of bonds
in an amount of $475 million to meet the infrastructure
needs of Oklahoma’s colleges and universities. 
Common Education

The Achieving Classroom Excellence Act of 2005
is established in SB 982.  This measure calls for The
State Board of Education to establish the Oklahoma
Mathematics Improvement Program to enhance student
mastery of the Priority Academic Student Skills (PASS).
The bill authorizes a $1,000 stipend for public school
teachers’ mastery of the subject matter and process skills
through completion of the professional development
program.  This professional development program will
be accomplished through mathematics academies
consisting of a minimum of 40 hours of training and 20
hours of follow-up training conducted by lesson study
with identified mathematics specialists.  The measure
also creates the 19-member Achieving Classroom
Excellence Task Force that will study the testing
requirements for eighth grade and high school, hold
public hearings, and make recommendations on such
things as benchmark assessments, testing exceptions,
remediation options, and other states’ experiences.  The
measure also:

• Requires districts to offer all-day
kindergarten;

• Establishes a college preparatory curriculum
for students;

• Requires students to successfully complete
end-of-instruction tests in order to graduate
high school.

Changes to curricular standards for instruction of
students are found in HB 1600, which allows courses
taught by an accredited supplemental education
organization that provides for the appropriate skills and
knowledge in the PASS to be counted toward graduation
requirements.  The courses must be approved by the
State Board of Education and the local school district
board of education. 

HB 1621 expands the Reading Sufficiency Act and
requires school districts to focus kindergarten through
third grade instructional time on reading and
mathematics.  It also modifies teachers’ authority to
recommend participation in a summer academy reading
program and adds other programs as an option to
summer academy participation.  SB 966 also expands
the Reading Sufficiency Act, making goals for
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Oklahoma schools to comply with No Child Left Behind
and have all third-grade students reading at or above
grade level by the end of their third-grade year.  This
measure requires The State Board of Education and the
Oklahoma Commission for Teacher Preparation in
collaboration with the Oklahoma State Regents for
Higher Education to ensure that all teachers of early
childhood education, elementary education, and special
education are provided quality training in intervention,
instruction, and remediation strategies in order to meet
the needs of students in kindergarten through third grade
who are determined to be at risk of reading difficulties.

The establishment of standards for a Teacher
Professional Development Program has been of great
interest to legislators.  HB 1457 requires the State Board
of Education to provide guidelines to assist school
districts in developing and implementing racial and
ethnic education components into the Teacher
Professional Development Program.  The measure also
requires teachers to meet the minimum number of points
required for meeting the professional development
program as established by the local board of education in
order to maintain employment.

Raising healthy children has been a significant aim
in three measures this session.  HB 1647 creates the
Oklahoma Kids Fitness Challenge Act which encourages
schools to launch a physical activity program for public
school students in the fifth grade.  The program may
include 25 sit-ups in two minutes three times a week or
walking a minimum of 25 miles per week.  The program
must incorporate the fitness challenges adopted by the
President’s Council on Physical Fitness and Sports.
SB 312 requires that in the 2006-2007 school year, the
State Board of Education require, as a condition of
accreditation, that school districts provide to all students
physical education programs, which may include
athletics.  Finally, SB 265 implements the Healthy and
Fit Kids Act of 2005 by requiring each district board of
education to ensure that students in elementary schools
do not have access to foods of minimal nutritional value.
Middle and junior high school students may have access
to such food after school or during special events.  High
school students may have access to these types of food
items, but must be provided a healthy alternative.

SB 668 requires treasurers and encumbrance clerks
to acquire 12 hours of instruction on school finance, the
laws of this state, accounting, ethics, and duties of a
school district treasurer.  In addition, it expands certain
reimbursement for school board members, removes some
limits for travel reimbursement, and specifies the
insurance school boards may obtain. 

Environment and Natural
Resources

HB 1606 reorganizes, consolidates, and clarifies
the language in the Oklahoma Waste Tire Recycling Act
to create a more logical sequence in the statutes.  Some
of the changes to the law include providing for tire-
derived fuel (TDF) facilities; increasing funding for
administration of the act to the Oklahoma Tax
Commission by 1 percent to cover newly required
compliance inspections; providing for additional
compensation for transportation of waste tires to be
provided if monies remain in the fund after other
allocations have been distributed; increasing the
reimbursement rate for the processing, collection, and
transportation of waste tires; and eliminating the
cleaning and sorting of tires to be reimbursed.  

SB 484 amends the Oklahoma Fertilizer Act by
preempting local regulation of fertilizer to ensure
uniform rules across the state for fertilizer users.  The
measure clarifies that all fertilizer dealers must have a
license to distribute fertilizer

HB 1815 adds to the authority of the State Board of
Agriculture by giving the board the power to regulate the
use of pesticides, along with regulating the application
and sale of pesticides.

An amendment to the Oklahoma Sanitarian and
Environmental Specialist Registration Act now allows
state employees to perform soil tests to design sewage
disposal systems for compensation.  SB 304 does
provide that the employees must not be officially on
work status for the state, as defined by the agency’s
policy and procedures.

A new law will allow municipalities to distribute
municipal sludge according to an approved sludge
management plan.  The plan must authorize the
municipality to award the sludge to any qualified
recipient for land application, providing the recipient
meets the requirements as outlined for agricultural use
of sludge.  According to SB 604, municipalities may
accept monetary bids in selecting qualified recipients for
land application of sludge.

Government Reform, Agency
Oversight and Administrative
Rules

The Legislature, by passing HB 1209, made it
possible to reauthorize governmental entities for less
than six years at a time, rather than only six years or not
at all.  The Legislature did this in order to increase
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scrutiny over governmental entities and further enforce
the principle of Sunset Review.  Using this new power,
the Legislature reauthorized the State Board of
Registration for Foresters for only one year by passing
HB 1210.  The Legislature also reauthorized the State
Board of Osteopathic Examiners, the Polygraph
Examiners Board, the Oklahoma Professional Boxing
Commission, and the Board of Podiatric Medical
Examiners for the traditional six years by passing
HB 1207, HB 1208, HB 1211, and HB 1212,
respectively. 

HB 1500 creates a mechanism whereby a state
employee who has been demoted will have his case
reviewed by the Office of Personnel Management with
due notice.  Meanwhile, HB 1755 gives the Oklahoma
Merit Protection Commission jurisdiction to investigate
or hear appeals of individual service ratings.

HB 1927 creates the Task Force to Study the Fleet
Management Division of the Department of Central
Services.  The task force is to study and make
recommendations to reform state vehicle acquisition and
usage procedures.  The ten-member group is to make
their findings known by December 31, 2005.  The
measure also requires all agencies which use state cars to
submit a report by October 1 detailing the number of
vehicles used, fuel purchasing practices, and any
justification for exemptions to existing state vehicle
purchasing laws.

Health and Human Services
Medicaid

In an effort to increase provider rates and assist
hospitals that treat Medicaid-eligible patients and the
uninsured, HB 1088 appropriates $63 million to the
Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA).  Of that
amount:

• $9.9 million is to increase provider
reimbursement rates for children’s medical
services to pediatricians and other health care
providers;

• $15.1 million is to increase provider rates for
all other physicians and Medicare coinsurance
and deductible payments; and

• $38 million is to increase the provider rates for
hospitals.

The measure requires OHCA to identify
administrative cost savings, waste, inefficiencies and
program abuses equaling a total of $100 million prior to
the 2007 fiscal year.
Health Care

Lack of prescription drug coverage is a serious
problem for many Oklahomans.  The Legislature took

important steps this session to address the issue.  One
measure, HB 1853, creates the Rx for Oklahoma Act
which, through a competitive bid process, will establish
a statewide program to help residents take advantage of
free or reduced-cost prescriptions through existing
prescription drug manufacturer discount programs.
SB 149 appropriates $1 million to the Department of
Commerce to implement the program.  Another measure,
SB 547, creates the Oklahoma  Drug Discount Program
Act of 2005.  The bill requires the  OHCA to contract
with a pharmacy benefit manager to administer a
prescription drug discount program.  Some components
of the program include: negotiated prescription drug
discounts with manufacturers and pharmacy networks,
utilization of existing prescription drug manufacturer
discount programs, and a basic enrollment fee for
applicants whose income is 150 percent or greater of the
Federal Poverty Level.  The measure specifies that 100
percent of the savings from negotiated prescription drug
discounts be passed on to the consumer.  SB 121
appropriates $1.4 million to the OHCA to implement the
program.  
Abortion

HB 1686 creates informed consent and parental
notification laws with respect to abortion.  The measure
requires that women be informed at least 24 hours prior
to the performance of an abortion of the medical risks
associated with the procedure, the probable gestational
age of the unborn child, and the medical risks associated
with carrying the child to term.  Another provision of the
bill requires that the parents or guardian of an
unemancipated minor who is seeking an abortion be
notified in writing at least 48 hours prior to the
procedure.  Finally, the measure provides for judicial
bypass proceedings in cases where the minor chooses
not to allow notification of her parent or guardian.
Additional provisions of the measure are discussed in
the Corrections and Criminal Justice section of this
document.
Child and Adolescent Health

Amid growing concerns about the increasing
numbers of overweight and obese Oklahoma children
and youth, two measures were enacted.  SB 265 will,
beginning July 1, 2007, require district boards of
education to ensure that students in elementary schools
do not have access to foods of minimal nutritional value,
except on special occasions, and that students in middle
and junior high schools do not have access to those
types of foods except after school, at evening events and
on special occasions.  

The measure also requires that high school students
are provided healthy food options along with any foods
of minimal nutritional value and requires districts to
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Results from the Youth Risk Behavior Survey 2003

AMONG STUDENTS SURVEYED IN OKLAHOMA PUBLIC SCHOOLS,
NINTH THROUGH TWELFTH GRADE, THE PERCENT WHO:

T Ate fruits and vegetables at least 5 times
during the week prior to the survey:

Oklahoma Nationally

14.3% 22%

T Drank at least three glasses of milk per day:

Oklahoma Nationally

12.6% 17.1%

T Were enrolled in physical education:

Oklahoma Nationally

37.3% 55.7%

T Based on self-reported height and weight, are
at risk for being overweight:

Oklahoma Nationally

14.2% 15.4%

T Are considered overweight:

Oklahoma Nationally

11.1% 13.5%

Source: Oklahoma State Department of Health

provide incentives to encourage students to make healthy
food choices. 

Another measure, SB 312, requires the State Board
of Education to require, as a condition of accreditation
beginning with the 2006-07 school year, that school
districts provide physical education programs for
students in full-day kindergarten and grades one through

five for a minimum average of 60 minutes per week.  The
bill also requires the State Board of Education to
“strongly” encourage districts to provide physical
education instruction to students in grades six through
twelve.
Long-Term Care Facilities

News accounts of sex-offenders living in nursing
homes who continue to pose a threat to fellow residents
prompted the Legislature to pass HB 1963.  Provisions of
the measure include requiring that:  

• Long-term care facilities post notification of
residents living in the facility who are required
to register pursuant to the Sex Offenders
Registration Act or the Mary Rippy Violent
Crime Offenders Registration Act;

• The Department of Corrections (DOC) notify
the Oklahoma State Department of Health
(OSDH) of any person who is seeking
placement from a DOC facility to a long-term
care facility who is required to register
pursuant to the Sex Offenders Registration
Act or the Mary Rippy Violent Crime
Offenders Registration Act, and requiring
OSDH to notify the long-term care facility;

• The OSDH and the Department of Human
Services conduct criminal history background
checks on all current employees and
applicants for employment whose
responsibilities include working inside long-
term care facilities; and

• Local law enforcement agencies notify long-
term care facilities of persons who are
registered as a habitual or aggravated sex
offender pursuant to the Sex Offenders
Registration Act and of persons who are
registered as a habitual violent crime offender
pursuant to the Mary Rippy Violent Crime
Offenders Registration Act.

Substance Abuse
Following up on the tremendous success of the

adult drug court program, the Legislature passed
HB 1405 which authorizes the district courts of the state
to establish a juvenile drug court to treat juveniles who
have a substance abuse disorder. The measure provides
that delinquency adjudication proceedings may be
deferred for a juvenile who is participating in the
program.  The bill also requires that the juvenile or the
person responsible for the health or welfare of the
juvenile pay court costs and the cost of treatment, drug
testing, and other program-related fees, unless the
person is indigent.  HB 1405 is also discussed in the
Corrections and Criminal Justice section of this
document.  

Another measure, HB 1084, appropriates an
additional $8 million to the Oklahoma Department of
Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services for adult
drug court programs.  The additional money will be used
to expand services in 22 existing programs and fund 10
new drug courts, creating an additional 3,229 treatment
slots.  

As national attention focused on the binge drinking-
related deaths of college students across the country, the
Legislature responded to such a death in Oklahoma by
passing SB 518.  The bill prohibits establishments from
selling low-point beer at a price less than the price
regularly charged during the same calendar week and
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prohibits charging a fixed price for the sale of an
unlimited number of drinks of low-point beer. 

Insurance
A measure designed to assist individuals with the

high cost of health care is HB 1848.  The bill will allow
individuals or employers, on behalf of an eligible
employee, who are covered by a high deductible health
plan, to contribute to a tax-exempt health savings
account.  Funds from the account can be used to pay the
qualified medical expenses of the individual or their
dependents.

A consumer-protection measure, SB 729, requires
discount medical plan organizations to register with the
Insurance Department and gives the department oversight
responsibility and the authority to deny registration to an
applicant or refuse to renew, suspend, or revoke the
registration of an organization.  The measure also
provides that discount medical plans make certain written
disclosures including that:

• The plan is not insurance;
• The plan provides discounts with certain health

care providers for medical services; and
• The plan member is responsible for the cost of

all health care services but will receive a
discount from providers who have contracted
with the discount plan organization.

Judiciary
Judiciary bills were varied in their subject matter;

however, many focused on family issues.  SB 733 gives
a grandparent the opportunity to be heard and considered
in an emergency custody hearing.

HB 1241 creates the Danielle Martinez Act which
creates an Advisory Council on Cord Blood Donations.
The mission of this council is to provide recommenda-
tions for the development of a level cord blood donor
program in Oklahoma by December 1, 2008.

SB 758 expands the list of items that are exempt
from forced sale for the payment of debt to include
personal computers, furniture related to educational use,
and wedding/anniversary rings.

To help encourage philanthropy, SB 413 protects
licensed architects and professional engineers who
volunteer their time and services during a declared
national, state, or local emergency from being sued for
services provided.  

In the area of courts, the language of HB 2005
expands the definition of qualified legal interpreter, adds
language to make the bill in compliance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act, and sets fee schedules

for interpreters in accordance with those established in
SB 779*.  SB 779 creates a State Board of Examiners of
Certified Courtroom Interpreters. The board’s duties
include establishing qualifications, evaluating
prospective translators’ qualifications, conducting
annual examinations of interpreters, and suspending or
revoking interpreter enrollment as a courtroom
interpreter.  This bill also spells out the requirements for
those wishing to become a certified courtroom
interpreter as well as the fees that may be charged for
services.    

Public Safety and Homeland
Security

The Legislature continued its tough stance against
drunk driving with the enactment of HB 1304 which
requires any person convicted of a second DUI offense
within a five-year period to be required to have an
ignition interlock device placed upon their vehicle.  The
device must be placed on any vehicle the person is
driving when the person’s driver license is reinstated.
All costs of the device must be paid by the offender and
must remain on the vehicles for a minimum of six
months.  The act also allows for the designation of some
DUI offenders as excessive users of alcohol as
determined by rules developed by the Department of
Public Safety.  Any offender designated as an excessive
user of alcohol must have the ignition interlock device
on their vehicle for a minimum period of twelve months.
Finally, the measure creates a misdemeanor penalty with
a fine of up to $500 and up to six months in jail for
persons who make overt or conscious attempts to
disable, disconnect, or bypass an ignition interlock
device without proper authority.

HB 1653 further delineates Oklahoma’s graduated
driver license by creating an intermediate Class D
License for use by young drivers.  Under provisions of
the bill, young drivers are allowed to gain valuable
experience operating a vehicle prior to being given an
unrestricted Class D License.  A detailed chart on the
graduated driver license can be found in the Appendix.

Improving the rates at which parents use child
passenger restraints was the impetus for SB 799 which
increases the fine from $10 to $50 for those who don’t
properly secure their children in a motor vehicle.  The
measure requires the additional revenue to be placed in
a special fund for use by the Oklahoma Highway Safety
Office to promote the use of child passenger restraint
systems.

HB 1804 updates the existing stalking and
harassment laws to protect battered women and victims
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of domestic abuse from harassment through modern
telecommunication means, such as paging, instant
messaging and email.

Retirement Laws
HB 1858 improves equity for members and

beneficiaries of the Uniform Retirement System for
Justices and Judges and is actuarially sound.  The
legislation will equalize the employee contribution rate
at 8 percent for all members and will also equalize the
beneficiary options.  Under previous law the contribution
rate was 5 percent for unmarried members and 8 percent
for married members.  If a married member contributed
3 percent for a spousal beneficiary and then ceased to
have a spouse, the 3 percent contribution was essentially
lost.  HB 1858 allows all members to name a beneficiary.
 Married members may have a spousal beneficiary while
unmarried members may name a beneficiary, also.
Single members who previously had contributed the
additional 3 percent for a spousal beneficiary will be able
to have the amount of that 3 percent contribution credited
to a deferred compensation fund or designate a
nonspousal beneficiary.  

Revenue and Taxation
Oklahoma lawmakers adopted the largest tax

reduction in state history with the passage of HB 1547
and SB 435. The House bill reduces the top marginal
individual income tax rate from 6.65 percent to 6.25 for
the 2006 tax year and beyond. The Senate bill increases
the state’s standard deduction incrementally over a two-
year period. Combined, the two bills will reduce
Oklahomans’ individual income tax burden $42.9 million
in FY 2006 and $107.6 million in FY 2007. The Senate
bill also eliminates the Method 2 form for individual
income taxes, which permitted the deduction of federal
income taxes from taxable income but included
substantially higher tax rates.

Also benefitting from the bills are Oklahoma’s
veterans.  HB 1547 provides for a refund of up to $175
for sales tax paid by veterans who are 100 percent
disabled as a result of their service. Those same veterans
are also eligible to have the excise tax waived on the
purchase of a new or used motor vehicle once within a
consecutive three-year period under the terms of SB 435.
Combined, the two provisions will save Oklahoma
veterans $1.9 million.

Retirees will see an increase in the amount of their
retirement benefits shielded from taxes with an increase
in the retirement income exemption from $7,500 to

$10,000 under SB 435. The exemption applies to public
and private sector retirees.

HB 1547 also clarifies language related to corporate
capital gains, ensuring that corporations receive the
same tax exempt tax treatment in certain instances as
individuals.

Both HB 1547 and SB 435 address a number of
other tax issues, ranging from the method of computing
the home office tax credit for insurance companies
headquartered in the state to tax credits for companies
producing films and television commercials in
Oklahoma. 

HB 1738 eliminates the need for certain smaller
firms to file and pay the state’s franchise tax, while
HB 1713 provides an ad valorem tax credit for certain
aircraft manufacturers in the state.

Oklahoma’s developing biodiesel production
industry also will benefit from an income tax credit
under the provisions of HB 1398. Similarly, businesses
involved in the manufacture of small wind turbines are
granted an income tax credit with the passage of
HB 1605. Lawmakers also approved HB 1667, which
provides tax credits for certain data processing and
computer system design companies, as well as auxiliary
aircraft parts and equipment manufacturers.

Various bills also grant sales tax exemptions to a
number of nonprofit group, including:

• HB 1233, which provides an exemption for
groups that assist and provide housing for the
mentally or physically handicapped;

• HB 1275, which provides an exemption for
groups that provide services for homeless
persons;

• HB 1547, which exempts neighborhood watch
groups;

• HB 1562, which provides an exemption for
groups that distribute food and other products
to the needy; and

• HB 1625, which provides an exemption for
certain groups that protect certain wildlife
habitats. 

Rules
More than 180,000 African-American soldiers

served the Union forces during the Civil War.  After the
war, the soldiers that remained with the Army were sent
to the western frontier to tame the west.  Nicknamed
Buffalo Soldiers by the Cheyenne and Comanche tribes
they often encountered, the Buffalo Soldiers hold a
previously unheralded position in the history of the
American West. To honor the history and contribution
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of these individuals,  SB 659  creates the Buffalo Soldier
Heritage Corridor to promote tourism by preserving the
heritage and stories of the Buffalo Soldier.  Administered
by the Oklahoma Historical Society and advised by a six
member advisory committee, the Corridor encompasses
the communities of Tulsa, Cabin Creek, Fort Gibson,
Honey Springs Battlefield, Muskogee, Rentiesville, Taft,
Grayson, Clearview, and Boley.  

In an effort to resolve a dispute regarding the types
of records considered to be private information, HB 1553
was enacted to clarify which records maintained by the
Department of Public Safety fall under the mandatory
privacy requirements of the federal Driver's Privacy
Protection Act.  The measure provides that a public
record does not include motor vehicle reports issued by
the department, personal information within driver
records, or audio or video recordings. The measure
assures the protection of personal and sensitive
information of the millions of Oklahomans contained in
the databases of the Department of Public Safety.

The Task Force on Reactive Attachment Disorder in
Children was created by HB 1725 to study  the effects of
the disorder in children who are in the custody of the
Department of Human Services, the Office of Juvenile
Affairs, or who are being served by the Department of
Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services.  These
children have difficulty bonding with other people
because of abuse and neglect, and the disorder often
creates behavioral problems in children.  The task force
has until December 2006 to complete its work.

The Deferred Maintenance and Construction Needs
Task Force was created by SB 553.  The task force will
study the state’s current deferred capital maintenance and
infrastructure needs.  The study will continue until
February 1, 2006.

A number of state personnel issues were addressed
in SB 473.  The measure specifies the application of
certain provisions of the federal Fair Labor Standards
Act.  Also, it makes changes to the state’s compensatory
time and longevity pay policies and modifies some job
classifications.   

The Youthful Offender Task Force was created by
SB 458 to evaluate the effectiveness of the Youthful
Offender Act.  The task force is to study best practices
for similar types of adjudicated juveniles in other states
and jurisdictions, study the ability and effects of
transferring youth to the Department of Corrections, and
make recommendations for changes to the Legislature.

SB 29 raises to $500 the value of an item owned by
a county government that must be included on the county
inventory.  Previously the amount was $250.

In other measures enacted by the Legislature:

• HJR 1001 declares February 6 of each year as
Ronald Reagan Day in Oklahoma; 

• SB 4 makes the hourglass selenite crystal the
official state crystal;

• HB 1762 designates the strawberry as the
official fruit of the State of Oklahoma; and

• SB 464 designates GUSTY® as the state
cartoon character of the State of Oklahoma.

State Question
SJR 5 submits to a vote of the people a measure

that would require legislators convicted of a crime to
return any pay received while incarcerated.

Tourism and Recreation
SB 823 adds general rulemaking authority to the

Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Commission’s
powers and duties as suggested by the Offices of the
Secretary of State and the Attorney General.  The
measure adds conservation and protection of state
parkland to the duties of the commission and the
Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department to
conform to national land management best practices and
allows park managers to oversee all operations
contained within a park.  Career progression for park
rangers is also addressed by the measure. 

Beginning November 1, 2006, SB 620 will bring
the Grand River Dam Authority (GRDA) under the
auspices of the Department of Central Services in regard
to the buying and selling of property and the taking of
competitive bids for repair and construction.  The
measure allows GRDA to grant licenses to adjacent
property owners to encroach on GRDA land but
stipulates that GRDA is to retain ownership of that land.
Further, the bill allows the GRDA to grant permission to
landowners to secure their docks below the 750 feet
above sea level rule.  Lastly, the Board of Directors of
the Grand River Dam Authority is required to pay at
least $60 toward the health insurance premium of a
retired employee.  The board may, in its discretion, elect
to pay more than the $60 amount.

Transportation
The Legislature enacted HB 1078 to give the

Department of Transportation more than $86 million for
road and bridge maintenance this year and mechanisms
to increase road funding to an additional $170 million
each year in the future.  The increase is a result of the
Legislature providing $69 million to the department to
pay bond debt on the bond program initiated in the
1990's.  In recent years, the department diverted road
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• ODOT is responsible for nearly 30,000 lane miles of
roads.  That is the same distance as if you drove from
Oklahoma City to Los Angeles and back 11 times.

• More than 3,000 miles of our 12,266 miles of highway
in Oklahoma need to be rehabilitated or replaced due
to inadequacies.  This is 25% of our highways.

• Approximately 1/3 of Oklahoma’s driving surfaces are
in “poor” condition which amounts to around 4,300
miles.

• Oklahoma has about 670 centerline miles of non-toll
interstate.  When measured for roughness, almost 50%
of Oklahoma interstates rate fair, mediocre or poor,
compared to a national average of 35%.

• Current traffic growth projections indicate a 33%
increase in cars on highways and at the same time a
70% increase in trucks on Oklahoma interstates in the
next 20 years.

• 1,099 of 6,728 bridges in Oklahoma are structurally
deficient and another 534 are functionally obsolete.  So
about 1,600 need to be rehabilitated or replaced.

• 135 bridges are over 80 years old.
• 56% of accidents take place on inadequate roads.

Source: ODOT

maintenance dollars to satisfy the bond debt.  An
additional $17.5 million appropriation is to be used to
increase road and bridge maintenance.  HB 1078 also
gradually increases the amount of money available to the
department for road and bridge maintenance to an
additional $170 million each year by FY 2011 by using
existing surplus revenue.  

Veterans and Military Affairs
The 2005 session saw significant legislation

addressing veterans and military concerns.  Recognizing
the sacrifices Oklahoma service men and women make
while serving in the armed forces was the impetus of
several bills this session.  SB 315 increases the number
of days from 20 to 30 in which a state or municipal
employee serving in the military may receive the
difference between their military pay and their pay as a
state employee.  Additionally, the measure allows annual
leave to be given above the 60-day maximum in current
statute.

SB 821 authorizes the Adjutant General to purchase
a $250,000 life insurance policy for each

member of the Oklahoma National Guard.  Another
measure, HB 1476, exempts the greater of $10,000 or
one-half of military retirement income from state income
tax.  A final measure providing relief to National Guard
members, HB 1780, creates the National Guard Relief
Program to provide financial relief for qualified
members of the Oklahoma National Guard.  Funding for
the program is to be provided through a voluntary check-
off on Oklahoma income tax forms. 

SB 777 prohibits anyone from knowingly
impersonating a member or former member of the U.S.
Armed Forces.  The bill bars the display of uniforms,
medals, or other decorations that usually accompany
military attire.  Among the penalties for violating the
law are fines up to $1,000 and one year in prison.

HB 1482 is a new law that establishes the War on
Terror Memorial Design Committee.  The act charges to
the committee the responsibilities of site selection,
construction, and funding on behalf of the Oklahoma
Historical Society.

Wildlife
Much of the legislation in the wildlife area  focuses

on exemptions and discounts.  HB 1575 exempts
residents who are veterans with 100 percent disability
from paying for a hunting or fishing license, while
SB 498 exempts those same veterans from having to
purchase a primitive firearms license. SB 498 also
provides discounts on lifetime hunting licenses to
veterans with varying degrees of disability.

The Legislature also sought to stiffen the fines for
habitual wildlife violators, and through HB 1722 created
a license reinstatement fee of $200 for residents and
$500 for nonresidents who are found to be habitual
wildlife violators.
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Appendix

Graduated Driver License
HB 1653

License Type
Driving

Privileges

Requirements

With Driver Education 1 No Driver Education

No License When: While receiving

instruction from and accompanied

by a certified driver education

instructor

T At least 15 years old

T While receiving instruction

from a certified instructor

(Not eligible)

Learner

Permit

When:  While accompanied by a

licensed driver at least 21 years

old

T At least 15 1/2  years old

T Must be enrolled in or have

completed driver education

T Must have passed written

driving exam

T Must have passed vision

exam

T At least 16 years old

T Must have passed written

driving exam

T Must have passed vision

exam

Intermediate

License

When:  5am to 11pm, unless  for

activities related to  school,

church, or work

OR Any time if accompanied by

licensed driver at least 21years

old

Passengers: No passengers

OR Only people who live in

driver's home

OR Any passenger if

accompanied by licensed driver at

least 21years old

T Must have a Learner Permit

for at least 6 months

T Must have had at least 40 hrs

(10 hrs at night) of behind-

the-wheel training from

licensed driver at least 21

years old and licensed for at

least 2 years

T Must have no traffic

convictions on driving record

T Must have passed driving

skills exam

T Must have a Learner Permit

at least  6 months

T Must have had at least 40 hrs

(10 hrs at night) of behind-

the-wheel training from

licensed driver at least 21

years old and licensed for at

least 2 years

T Must have no traffic

convictions on driving record

T Must have passed driving

skills exam

Unrestricted

License

When: unrestricted

Passengers: unrestricted

T Must have an Intermediate

License for at least 6 months

T Must have no traffic

convictions on driving record

T Must have an Intermediate

License for at least 1 year

T Must have no traffic

convictions on driving record

- OR -

T Must be at least 18 years old

T Must have passed all driving and vision exams
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1 Driver Education means one of the following:

T A prescribed secondary school driver education course, as provided for in Sections 19-113 through 19-121 of Title 70 of the

Oklahoma Statutes

T A driver education course, certified by the Department of Public Safety, from a parochial, private, or other nonpublic secondary

school

T A commercial driver training course, as defined by Sections 801 through 808 of this title

T A parent-taught driver education course, certified  by the Department of Public Safety
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