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Oklahoma Self Defense Act. Created in 1995. Very successful program. OSBI  retains a host of relevant information in their annual reports. Over 107,000 licenses have been issued in last five years with only 30 revocations. Since the inception of the program, only 85 suspensions were related to felony arrests. It is estimated that between 6 to 24 suspensions per year for failure to conceal. Some reports that 8 to 10 % of the Oklahoma adult population is a felon. OSDA licensees are 10 times more law abiding than the general population. The application process filters out  criminal applicants.

Three options for the Legislature to consider:
1)  Make minor adjustments to the SDA Act. 

2)  Allow permittees to carry open or concealed.

3)  Allow carry without permit.
Option 1) 

SDA is unreasonably harsh in its concealment provision. Texas has a more reasonable definition of concealment. SDA states that the gun must be completely concealed from view and detection.  Under current law, any carry of a gun is in violation of the SDA act is a crime, even accidental exposure. Most law enforcement take a very practical approach to enforcing this provision.

Need to repeal the "notification" provision for law enforcement.  SDA members can be subject to jail time for not immediately informing police.

Persons with an arrest are precluded from application for SDA license for a period of time.  Preclusion should be based on conviction, not on arrest.
Prohibited places. A potential anomaly in 1277 is the "parking lot" exclusion. Elementary and high school parking lots are completely prohibited under current law. 

Oklahoma's knife laws are pretty good. However, one provision that criminalizes a "spring type knife." There are many popular examples of spring assisted knives.  

Option 2)
It is very hard to quantify how many states are "open carry." Some states are open carry in general but allow municipalities to restrict.  Relatively few states bar open carry for self defense.   Some states require a retention device. 

Option 3)
Remove permit requirement.  Sometimes called "Constitutional Carry." Most courts have generally accepted some kind of regulation of the carrying of firearms. The Legislature could still regulate the carrying of weapons, but with strict scrutiny. 

See Presentation A

Charles Smith 
Oklahoma Rifle Association
Okgun@cox.net
Was one of first instructors for carry concealed licenses.  Most applicants are law abiding.  Either trust them or not. Would like to see fewer restrictions.  

Recommendations:

· Require Oklahoma residents to get Oklahoma SDA license.  Too many residents are getting out of state licenses under reciprocity.

· Change the carry concealed notification requirement to law enforcement.

· Accidental exposure should be decriminalized.

· Oklahoma should allow vehicle to be considered an extension of home or property.
· Persons arrested should not face mandatory preclusion for application for a carry concealed license.
Tim Gillespie
Oklahomans for 2nd Amendment (OK2A)

tgillespie@ok2a.org
OK2A takes a more Constitutional approach to carrying of firearms.  Recommendatons:

· Open carry without a permit on private property should be clearly allowed.

· Person should be able to carry in their motor vehicle as an extension of their private property.

· The ability of businesses to bar carry concealed permit holders should be reexamined.

· Lower the fees associated with obtaining a license.  Believes this has driven Oklahoma residents to obtain licenses from other states.

· Public buildings should not be automatically precluded.

Miles Hall

H&H Gun Range

Has over 200,000 members who shoot at his range.  They are very responsible and concerned about their rights.  People who talk to him:

· Don’t want limits;
· Feel bad guys have more rights;

· Respect law enforcement;

His recommendations:

· Decriminalize casual exposure.

· Don’t punish the carry concealed permittee more than the non permittee.

· Remove set fee for class.  Let the market decide.

· Need range protection liability law.

Maj. Rusty Rhoades

Oklahoma Department of Public Safety

Rrhoades@dps.state.ok.us
The issue surrounding carry laws are purely policy driven.  The Oklahoma Department of Public Safety is not concerned about carry concealed permit holders.  Full open carry does concern officers, in particular on how officers identify who the bad actors are when arriving on a scene.
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