7.11 - 4. (2009) No Requirement For Bill Summary For Appropriation Measures

Rule – House Rule 7.11, paragraph (a) states in part:
All bills and resolutions whose adoption will have a fiscal impact, including the affecting of revenues, expenditures or fiscal liability shall not be scheduled for floor consideration unless accompanied by a bill summary which shall include a fiscal analysis…
History – During consideration of the Conference Committee Report on Senate Bill 81, Representative Reynolds raised a point of inquiry as to whether consideration of the conference committee report should be postponed since no accompanying fiscal analysis had been published on the House Floor Calendar.

The presiding officer stated that it has been the practice of the House not to require a published fiscal analysis for appropriation measures since the fiscal impact of the measure is plain on its face.

Ruling – It is the ruling of the Chair that appropriation measures are not required to be accompanied by a published fiscal analysis because the fiscal impact of the measure is plain on its face.  
7.11 - 5. (2009) Summary For Adopted Floor Substitute Becomes Bill Summary For Bill 
Rule – House Rule 7.11, paragraph (a) says in relevant part: 

All bills and resolutions whose adoption will have a fiscal impact, including the affecting of revenues, expenditures or fiscal liability shall not be scheduled for floor consideration unless accompanied by a bill summary which shall include a fiscal analysis… 

History – During consideration of House Bill 1330, Representative Ritze moved to amend the measure by adopting a floor substitute in lieu of the bill itself.  Representative Peters moved to advance the question which motion was adopted upon a roll call vote.  Representative Ritze moved adoption of the floor substitute which was adopted upon a division of the question.  Representative Peters then moved to advance the bill.  Representative Brown raised a point of order as to whether a fiscal summary was available for the bill as amended by the floor substitute.
The presiding officer ruled the point not well taken and stated that a fiscal summary for the floor substitute was available on the Floor Calendar and that upon adoption of the floor substitute, the fiscal summary prepared for the floor substitute became the fiscal summary for the bill itself.

Ruling – It is the ruling of the Chair that upon adoption of a floor substitute, the fiscal summary prepared for the floor substitute becomes the fiscal summary for the bill itself.

7.15 - 2. (2009) Germaneness Of Conference Committee Report Not Open To Question Once Debate In Progress
Rule – House Rule 7.15, paragraph (b) states in relevant part:

…A motion to adopt or reject a conference committee report shall be subject to debate.  Such debate shall be limited to one (1) hour, equally divided between the proponents and the opponents of the motion…
History – During consideration of the 2nd Conference Committee Report on Senate Bill 1170 while in debate on the question of adoption of the conference committee report, Representative Sullivan raised a point of order as to whether Sections two (2) and three (3) of the conference committee report were limited to matters germane to Senate Bill 1170.
The presiding officer stated that because debate had already commenced, it was the opinion of the Chair that it would be disorderly to entertain a question of germaneness and as such, the point was not well taken.

Ruling – It is the ruling of the Chair that once debate on adoption or rejection of a conference committee report is in progress, no point of order shall be recognized questioning the germaneness of the report.
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